"CURTIS"

Naturally, therefore, Curtis was worried. In his address
for the Crown he commented on the evidence which had
tended to show that Elsie had suicidal tendencies: "If
one went back into the lives of most people, I wonder
whether one would not be able to find some such incidents
as have been pointed out to you in this case. What
motive had she that night to commit suicide ? Thorne
had a strong motive, and you must remember that the
man who said his nerves were so affected by the sight of
the hanging girl, was shortly afterwards to dismember
the body. , . . I submit that on the evidence you have
listened to in the last four days, no reasonable man could
doubt that Elsie Cameron did not die as a result of suicide,
but died as a result of murder."

The Judge said there was no doubt that Norman Thorne
was between two fires. Could they say that Elsie actually
had suicidal tendencies ? Were Thome's actions consistent
with innocence ? " Your verdict should be based on a
fair dispassionate consideration of the evidence. If after
considering: it alike for prosecution and defence, your
minds remain in doubt, then the prisoner is entitled to
be acquitted."

None could say that Mr. Justice Finlay had favoured
either the prosecution or the defence by this masterly
summing-up, but the jury were absent only half an hour
before pronouncing a verdict of " Guilty." When Mr.
Cassels, who had now been joined by Mr. Jowitt, K.C.,
appealed for the life of Thorne on April 7, their Lordships
did not call upon Counsel for the Crown to argue. An'
appeal was also made for the appointment of a special
medical commissioner to consider the question of the
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